I know not whether I shall be clearly understood: If I am not, yet let this en-
deavour to explain a seeming impropriety in the construction of this performance
be accepted for its apology.

I have only to add my hope, that as I have received the most cordial sup-
port in the past events from you, my respectable and most respected Associates in
the administration, and as it has been my unvaried study to prevent your suffer-
ing any embarrassment from them ; my conduct in them may also receive its first
reward in the testimony of your approbation.

I have the honor to be,

BANARIS,                  GENTLEMEN,

31st December 1781.              your most obedient, and

most faithful servant

WARREN HASTINGS.